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Invitation to participate in a study: 

Computer-based Neurocognitive Enhancement for Reading Disorder 

Has reading always been a struggle? 
Do you suffer from a DIAGNOSED Reading Disorder?

Are you between the ages of 18-27?

Would you like to try a new interactive and stimulating program to 
address this difficulty?

If so, we would like to invite you to participate in a research study being conducted by Dr. 
Allyson Harrison, Dr. Rina Gupta, and Dr. Doug Munoz at Queen’s University. This study will 
investigate the success of a commercially available computer-based cognitive training program 
designed to reduce or minimize problems associated with reading difficulties (www.cellfield.ca). 
The information we gain from this research will allow us to provide more appropriate and 
effective treatments to individuals with a reading disorder. 

Eligibility criteria: 
1) Age of 18-27 years 
2) Have a diagnosis of Leaning Disorder specific to reading (or dyslexia) that was obtained 

within the past 5 years by a psychologist (we need to see the report) 
3) Do not suffer from Epilepsy or Anxiety Disorder  

 
If you agree to be in this study, we will ask you to do the following things*: 

1. Participate in some cognitive and attention tests that take about 3 hours to complete (or 
less if you’ve been given these same tests recently). You will be asked to do a number of 
things that are supposed to help accurately identify certain types of cognitive processing 
strengths and difficulties pertaining to reading. We will provide you with the results of 
your own tests so that you may gain knowledge of your strengths and weaknesses. 

2. For two weeks straight, Monday to Friday, you will present yourself at our lab (Queens 
University campus) and complete the computer-based intervention program. Each visit 
will last about one hour and will be scheduled to accommodate your availability. 

3. For 10 weeks following the intervention, you will have 20 minutes of daily reading 
exercises to do from home, and you will come to our lab once a week for 1/2 hour. 

4. Complete some follow-up tests with us at the end of the study. These will take 
approximately 3 hours and, again, we will share your testing results with you. 

5. Participate in non-invasive brain imaging (fMRI) before and after the reading 
intervention program. * Please note that if you are simply interested in having your brain 
scanned and do not want to participate in the two-week reading intervention portion, you 
can do just that.  
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Risks and Benefits of Being in the Study: 

There are no known risks involved in participating. Although the testing itself only takes 3 hours, 
some people may feel a bit mentally tired afterwards. Some of the subtests may also remind you 
of the difficulties you experience academically. While some may be a bit frustrating, they do not 
last very long. In addition, the computerized intervention program can be very stimulating, 
causing temporary visual and mental fatigue. 

Benefits of participation may include improved reading skills, as this is what the program is 
designed to accomplish. You will also learn more about your thinking and reading abilities. 

Confidentiality: 

All of the information about you and your scores on the tests and training program will be 
completely confidential. Nothing in our database will be able to identify you, and your name will 
not be on anything we collect. The only information we will keep is your identification number, 
and the only persons who know which numbers belong to which participant are the principal 
investigators. The results of this study will be submitted for publication. No information about 
the participants will be included except: age, sex, years of education, number of medications 
currently taking, areas of current impairment, diagnoses, and summary scores from the tests. No 
one else will be able to find out how you score on these tests unless you give the researchers 
written permission to communicate the information.  

Voluntary Nature of the Study: 

Your decision about whether or not to participate will not affect your current or future access to 
any service on campus. You may also withdraw from the study at any time and there is no 
penalty for withdrawing. Also, if you have any concerns that you could be identified by the data 
we collect, you may ask that we take your data out of our data files. 

Contacts and Questions 

Dr. Allyson Harrison, and Dr. Rina Gupta are registered clinical Psychologists affiliated with 
Queen’s University. Dr. Munoz is a professor in the Centre for Neuroscience Studies program at 
Queen’s. This study has been approved by the General Research Ethics Board at Queens. 

If you would like more information about this study or wish to participate, please contact 
Dr. Rina Gupta at rina.gupta@queensu.ca or (x74199) 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